
Dear Honourable Ambassador,

We are a group of Ghanaian citizens who came to Italy full of hope in order to work and ensure a future for 
ourselves and our families, children and relatives still in our country. 

We found a job in Italy on which to build this future. A very hard, disadvantaged and gruelling job 
processing meat in two cooperatives, “Work Service Soc. Coop.” and “Ilia D.A. Soc. Coop”, which 
employ about 150 member-workers on contract in the company “Castelfrigo srl” in Castelnuovo Rangone 
in the Province of Modena (Emilia Romagna). In this company, together with workers of other nationalities, 
we cut and process the meat used to make cured meat and salami products famous all over the world. 

For years we have had to suffer harsh work conditions: gruelling work rates, high speeds, extremely 
variable work times and irregular remuneration, as ascertained by the Modena Inspectorate of Labour.

For years we have had to put up with “gang-masters” giving us orders and showing us not the slightest 
respect as human beings: shouting at us, threatening us, banishing us from the workplace as a punishment, 
reassigning our work tasks as a punishment and other forms of harassment, such as not allowing us to use the
toilet to exercise our basic human needs. The truth is that we were working not in cooperatives but in “false 
cooperatives”, and have reported this to the Italian Ministry of Economic Development.

At the beginning of 2016 we rebelled. With the help of the CGIL trade union in Modena, which took up our 
defence and represented us before all the local institutions, on 16th February 2016 we reached a collective 
agreement with Castelfrigo s.r.l. and the two cooperatives which allowed us to obtain better working 
conditions, the observance of employment contracts and Italian laws and, above all, the acknowledgement of
our dignity.

After the signing of that agreement on 16th February 2016, a process of retaliation began, leading to the 
dismissal of two trade union representatives and the reduction in the working hours of those who had taken 
part in the protest. The cooperatives now want to get rid of us, and are proceeding with the dismissal of 75 
workers on the grounds that there is no longer work for everybody. As soon as we received notice of the 
imminent dismissals we went on strike. At the time of writing we are on the 15th day of strike action.

We will not surrender to this injustice because there is actually work on the Castelfrigo site! Proof of this is 
the extra working hours every day, including Saturday morning and afternoon, for the non-striking workers. 
We will not surrender because, if there really is less work, why was the trade union's proposal to keep 
everybody working shorter hours, at no extra cost, not accepted?

We shall continue our battle and our struggle legally and peacefully, respecting the laws of the country 
that has hosted us, giving us work and hope.

We are required to respect the law in our protest and pay fines because of the actions of others while 
the “false cooperatives” in Castelfrigo, which have exploited us until now, continue to work 
undisturbed and with impunity.

Dear Honourable Ambassador, we humbly request your attention, help and intervention. We are willing to 
meet you if you think this would be appropriate.

We thank you in advance and send you our best wishes.

Castelnuovo R. (MO), 7th November2017


